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AMERICA'S  SIBERIAN  AWTTTORE 
by  Gen.  William  S.  Graves 

Page  61-62 

As  early  as  the  Spring  of  1918.  Japan  had  made  representations 
to  the  Allied  Powers,  thati  'Because  of  her  interests,  she  was 
placed  in  a  special  position,  and  asked  that  should  the  occupation 
of  Vladivostok  and  the  Chinese  Eastern  and  Amur  reilways  bo  necessary, 
that  the  task  be  left  to  her  alone."  The  United  States,  or  more 
accurately  speaking  the  President  of  the  United  States,  opposed  this 
request  on  the  grounds  that  the  Russians  would  be  likely  to  misconstrue 
such  action.  ' 

.  In  the  light  of  subsequent  knowledge  of  the  actual  situation 
west  of  Irkutsk,  the  only  logical  inference  from  General  Otani's 
statement  is  that  Japan  was  not,  as  stated  by  her  on  August  3,  1918, 
actuated  only  by  sentiments  of  sincere  friendship  toward  the  Russian 
people.  She,  undoubtedly,  had  not  given  up  hor  ambition  to  occupy 
Eastern  Siberia.  No  one  could  have  been  associated  with  Japanese 
military  representatives,  as  I  wej  in  Siberia,  and  escape  the  convi¬ 
ction  that  they  always  hoped  to  occupy  Eastern  Siberia. 

AMERICA'S  SIBERIAN  AOTENTURE 
by  Gen.  William  8.  Graves 

Page  63-64 

As  another  indication  that  Japan  was  not  candid  in  her  represen¬ 
tations  or  in  her  action  I  was  informed  that  the  United  States  and 
Japan  were  each  to  send  about  ten  thousand  troops  to  Siberia,  but 
later  Japan  said,  for  organizational  reasons,  she  wanted  to  send 
twelve  thousand  men.  The  United  States  consented  to  the  increase. 
Between  October  11  and  17,  1918,  I  made  an  inspection  of  United  States 
troops  as  far  north  as  Habarovsk  and  east  of  Habarovsk  to  Bira  (about 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five  miles)  west  of  Habarovsk,  and  I  found 
nearly  all  towns  occupied,  in  part  at  least,  by  Japanese  troops. 

I  had  previously  been  informed  that  Japanese  troops  were  at  various 
places  on  the  Southern  line  of  the  Trans-Siberian,  os  far  west  as 
China.  On  October  18,  I  reported  to  the  War  Department  that  Japan 
had  at  least  sixty  thousand  troops  in  Siberia  and  it  was  disclosed 
later,  that  I  had  underestimated  the  number  by  twelve  thousand. 

There  was  no  military  situation  demanding  this  increase  and  if  Japan 
felt  there  was  such  a  situation,  she  would  undoubtedly  have  notified 
the  United  States  with  whom  she  had  the  agreement  to  send  only 
twelve  thousand  men.  I  have  excellent  reasons  for  stating  she  did  not 
notify  tho  United  States  that  she  had  sent  seventy  two  thousand  men 
to  Siberia. 
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AMERICA'S  SIBERIAN  ADVENTURE 
by  Gen.  ffilliam  S.  Graves 

0  .  . 

Page  86 

In  September,  Seneonoff,  who  was  later  shown  to  be  a  murderer, 
robber  and  a  test  dissolute  scoundrel,  also  cane  to  see  me.  He 
was  being  financed  by  Japan  and  had  no  convictions  that  would 
interfere  with  his  doing  as  the  Japanese  directed.  He  always  rema¬ 
ined  within  striking  distance  of  Japanese  troops.  As  a  natter  of 
fact,  he  had  to  do  this  because  he  could  not  have  existed  one  week 
in  Siberia,  if  he  had  not  hod  the  protection  of  Japan.  He  was 
always  talking  about  *the  restoration  of  the  Motherland* . 

AMERICA'S  SIBERIAN  AIV SUTURE 
by  Gen.  William  S.  Graves 

Page  90-91 

When  I  reached  Haborovsk,  I  saw  General  Oi,  Japanese  Commander 
of  the  12th  Division,  and  notified  him  that  I  had  ordered  the 
removal  of  all  American  troops  from  west  of  Haborovsk.  I  also  met 
for  the  first  time,  the  notorious  murderer,  robber,  and  cutithront 
Kalmikoff.  He  was  the  worst  scoundrel  I  ever  saw  or  ever  heard  of 
end  I  seriously  doubt,  if  one  should  go  entirely  through  the  Standard 
Dictionary,  looking  for  words  descriptive  of  crime,  if  a  crime 
could  be  found  that  Kalmikoff  had  not  committed.  He  was  armed  and 
financed  by  Japan,  in  their  efforts  *to  help  the  Russian  people*, 

I  say  this  advisedly,  because  I  have  evidence  that  would  satisfy 
any  open-minded  person.  Kalmikoff  murdered  with  his  own  hands, 
whore  Semeonoff  ordered  others  to  kill,  and  therein  lies  the  difference 
between  Kalmikoff  and  Seneonoff.  To  use  a  Russian  expression, 

Kalmikoff  was  "liquidated*  (killed)  by  the  Chinese  when  he  was 
driven  out  of  Siberia  and  tried  to  take  refuge  in  China.  Seneonoff 
was  later  driven  out  of  Siberia  and  took  refuge  in  Japan  where 
he  still  lives. 

AMERICA '8  SIBERIAN  ADVENTURE 
by  Gon.  William  8.  Graves 

Page  107-108 

‘In  March  1918,  Japan  asked  the  Allies  to  permit  her  alone  to 
take  the  Chinese  Eastern  and  Amur  railroads  as  well  as  Vladivostok, 
if  the  Allies  considered  it  necessary  to  occupy  Eastern  Siberia. 
Although  this 'proposition  was  blocked  by  the  United.  States,  Japan 
had  not  given  up  hope  of  eventually  oocorplishing  her  desire  when 
the  Allies  sent  troops  to  Siberia. 
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Page  107-108  (cont'd) 

Semeonoff  and  Kalmikoff  soldiers,  under  the  protection  of 
Japanese  troops,  were  roaming  the  country  like  wild  animals, 
killing  and  robbing  the  people,  and  these  nurders  could  have  been 
stopped  any  day  Japan  wished.  If  questions  were  asked  about 
these  brutal  murders,  the  reply  was  that  the  people  murdered  vere 
Bolsheviks  and  this  explanation,  apparently,  satisfied  the  world. 
Conditions  were  represented  as  being  horrible  in  Eastern  Siberia, 
and  that  life  was  the  cheapest  thing  there. 

There  were  horrible  murders  committed,  but  they  were  not 
committed  by  the  Bolsheviks  as  the  world  believes.  I  am  well  on 
the  side  of  safety  when  I  soy  that  the  enti-Bolsheviks  killed 
ore  hundred  people  in  Eastern  Siberia,  to  every  one  killed  by  the. 
Bolsheviks.  It  was  my  judgement  when  in  Siberia,  and  is  now,  that 
Japan  always  hoped,  by  fostering  these  murderers,  that  the  United 
Stetes  would  become  disgusted  with  conditions,  withdraw  her  troops 

and  request  Japan  to  go  in  and  clean  up  the  situation. 

• 

AI.EPICA'S  SIBERIAN  ADVENTURE 
by  Gen.  Gillian  S  Grevos 

Page  l6o-l6l-l62 

In  February,  a  committee  of  six  peasants  cane  to  3©e  me.  They 
were  from  the  Olga  district,  which  is  off  the  railroad  and  in  the 
extreme  east  of  Siberia.  They  reported  that  the  tfhite  Russian 
troops,  when  unable  to  find  the  non  they  were  looking  for,  would 
beat  the  women  over  their  backs  with  ramrods  taken  from  their  guns. 
They  said  these  women  were  beaten  until  thoir  backs  were  raw,  end 
the  spokesman  cf  this  committee' soldi. 

■You  do  not  have  to  take  our  word  for  this, wo  do  not  want  you 
to  teke  our  word,  send  an  officer  to  investigate  and  bring  a 
Japanese  and  an  English  officer  with  you.  Vie  can  show  them  many 
women  who  have  been  terribly  beaten  by  these  Kolchak  troops •■ 

I  received  official  reports  confirming  the  statement  of  these 
peasants,  and  in  referring  to  this  in  my  official  report  saidi 

■These  Russian  troops  committing  these  act3  are  part  of 
Ivanoff-Pinoff 's  troops  and  for  reasons  above  stated,  I  believe 
to  be  armed,  equipped,  and  pcid  in  part  uy  Jap^n.1 

In  any  country  in  the  'world,  whether  civilized  or  not,  the 
inhabitants  170 uld  take  such  steps  as  they  could  to  protect  themselves 
from  such  inhuman  atrocities. 
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Fage  160-161-162  (cont'd) 


There  wa9  greet  resentment  against  Jopan  by  the  peasants  of 
Eastern  Siberia,  because  everyone  knew  these  atrocities  were 
committed  by  Russian  in  their  pay  and  under  their  protection,  and 
the  United  States  was  not,  end  should  not  have  been,  entirely 
free  from  the  harsh  feeling  of  the  people  for 

oruelties  connitta- d  by  Japanese  hirelings,  as  the  United  States 
had  let  it  be  known,  throughout  th9  world,  that  she  had  invited 
Japan  to  Join  her  in  sending  troops  to  Siberia.  My  reports  to 
Washington  wore  filled  with  these  terrible  atrocities. 

AMERICA'S  SIBERIAN  ACNEMTURE 
by  Gen.  William  S.Graves 

Page  253-254-255 

On  my  return  from  Omsk,  there  was  a  report  on  my  desk  of  e 
brutal  and  repulsive  murder  by  Japanese.  This  report  was  to  the 
effect  that  on  July  27,  1919.  a  company  of  Japanese  soldiers  under 
the  conrnand  of  a  Japenese  major,  arrested  nine  Pussion  in  the  town  of 
Sviagina  which  was  in  the  railroad  sector  assigned  to  Americans  to 
guard.  The  Japanese  told  the  American  commander  that  these  men 
were  suspected  of  being  Bolsheviks. 

These  Russians  were  told  if  they  would  give  information  about 
Bolsheviks  they  would  let  them  go.  Pour  of  nine  were  ] Pe^tod 
to  go.  The  other  five  were  •roughly  handled  and  beaten  but  refused 

to  talk. 

The  Japanese  again  had  no  responsibility  at  Sviagnia. 

The  Japanese  were  beginning  to  act  as  if  they  intended  to 
oxeoute  the  five  Russians  who  would  not  give  any  information  to  then 
and,  as  soon  as  the  purpose  of  the  Japanese  was  apparent,  the 
American  oonnander  protested,  but  to  no  avail.  The  report  of  this 
execution  is  as  follows  1 

•The  five  Russians  were  marched  to  some  graves  that  had  been 
dug  in  the  vicinity  of  the  railroad  station;  they  were  blindfolded 
and  foroed  to  kneel  at  the  edge  of  the  graves,  bending  forward  with 
their  hands  tied  behind  them.  Tro  Japanese  officers,  removing 
their  coats  and  drawing  their  sabers,  then  proceeded  to  sxesh  the 
victims  on  the  back  of  the  neck,  while  ea  each  one  fell  forward  into 
the  grave,  three  to  five  Japanese  ooidierp  bayonetted  him  several 
times  withcrios  of  pleasure.  Two  wore  beheaded  at  once  by  the 
seber  strokes;  the  others  were  apparently  alive  as  the  earth  wes 
thrown  in  upon  them. 


\ 


r 


L 


~i 


* .  *•••**■  * 


•  ...»  1  .  ,«w 

4  ■  '  V  •  •  ! 


IPS  Doc.  No.  3098 


.  ••  :•  ‘  Page  5  *-■  ••  • 
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T  recrst  to  these  executions  wore  ^itneseed  by  ae?erfil. 
officers  and  soldiers  or 
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the  practice  of  the  Japanese  Array.  •  v ..  *•  > 

On' Juno  9V-1919*  J  reoelvdd.  tho  folio.inc  from  Colonel  Mono. 

at  Verkhne-Udinski.  j  '  , 

.  •owirffl  to  Semeorioff's  armored  cars  continual  interference 
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Yoshe.  Japanese  Array.  General  ^’“J^^S/requested  thorn.  ,  .  . 

Pechinto,  Oormander.  of  Russian  troops  ^  “rasovka.  re^  ^  , 

on  the  grounds  stated,  above  the  cause  .  <Bf0rned  ...  .  .  :  v 
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Anorioan  troops.® 
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the  only,  basis  for  action  . 

and  Semeonoff ’a  troops 
lovra  by  everyone  in  Siberia, 
ire  not  responsible  for  the 


As  this  was  in  the  American  sector 
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but8  the  Japanese  =[  8j}d  they  * 

acts  of  Semeonoff  and  Kalmikoff.  , 
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by  Gen.  * illiam  8.  Graves 
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;  was  impossible  to  combat  those 
United  States  oan  have  no  conce; 

1  Siberia  where  there  was  nO  law 
whiob  the  Japanese  and  Kolchak 
nerioana  could  not  use. 
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,s,  o«ios£  were  .at  the  station  end  saw 
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The  Russian  went  at  once  to  J  ^ 
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Japanese  Military  would  aot  independently  in  Siberia.  He  also 
said  that  the  Russian  Staff  had  not  exaggerated,  when  it  stated 
that  the  Japanese  had  concluded  an  eroristiae.  with  the  Russian 
troops,  at  Niholaevskn  had  professed  friendship  and  then  had 
treacherously  attacked  the  Russian  Headquarters  at  one  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  with  incendiary  bombs  and  machine  guns.  In  those 
two  days  fighting  the  Japanese  were  forced  to  surrender,  after 
heavy  losses.* 

I  left  the  message  with  Colonel  Eichelberger,  who  had  boen 
ordered  to  go  to  Tokyo,  before  going  to  Manila,  and  directed  him 
to  code,  end  send  it  that  day.  This  was  done  and  the  message  must 
have  been  in  Washington  not  later  than  the  second  of  April. 

This  comment  of  the  Japanese  representative  undoubtedly  referred 
to  the  action  taken  by  the  Japanese,  on  tho  night  of  April  4* 
Vladivostok. 

I  received  a  complete  aooount  of  the  occurrence,  and  have  it 
before  me  now,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt,  in  the  mind  of  any  fair- 
minded  man,  that  it  was  a  hostile  occupation  of  Vladivostok, 
accompanied  by  reckless  firing  in  the  streots,  resulting  in  tho  loss 
of  human  lives.  The  Zemstvo  representatives  had  agreed  to  the 
demands  of  the  Japanese,  and  as  far  as  Mr.  Medviedeff  kr.ew,  there  was 
no  friotion  between  them  and  the  Japanese. 

There  are  sufficient  details  in  the  report  I  have  whioh  wes  made 
by  an  American  offioial,  to  show  conclusively  that  the  Japanese 
started  the  firing,  and  the  signal  for  the  firing  to  commence  was  two 
red  flashes,  whioh  were  seen  by  the  naval  officer  on  watch  on  the 
U.S.3.  "Albany.*  The  Japanese  justified  the  attack  by  claiming  they 
had  been  attacked.  Two  day3  before  I  left  Vladivostok,  I  went  in  my 
car  around  the  outskirts  of  the  city.  I  had  Colonel  Eichelberger  -»fth 
me,  and  near  First  River  we  saw  the  Japanese  digging  trenches  and 
filling  sandbags  as  if  they  were  preparing  for  a  strong  defense. 
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